WHAT IS
UNESCO?
WH AT W E D O IN A S IA - P A CI FI C

UNESCO BANGKOK

Published in 2018 by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
7, place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP, France
and
UNESCO Bangkok Office
1st edition: December 2017
2nd edition: April 2018
3rd edition: November 2018

© UNESCO 2018

This publication is available in Open Access under the Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 IGO (CC-BY-SA
3.0 IGO) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/igo/). By using the content of
this publication, the users accept to be bound by the terms of use of the UNESCO Open Access
Repository (http://www.unesco.org/open-access/terms-use-ccbysa-en).
The designations employed and the presentation of material throughout this publication
do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UNESCO concerning
the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the
delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
Open Access is not applicable to non-UNESCO copyright photos in this brochure.

Project co-ordinator and cover design: Akané Nozaki
Design/layout: Jutharat Aimsaard

Printed in Thailand
THA/DOC/PIO/18/010-1000-Rev.

CONTENTS
UNESCO’S ORIGINS: A VISION OF
A BETTER WORLD BORN OUT OF ASHES

2

MISSION AND FUNCTIONS			

2

UNESCO SECRETARIAT AND
GOVERNING BODIES				

3

UNESCO IN ASIA-PACIFIC			

5

UNESCO BANGKOK OFFICE		

6

UNESCO BANGKOK AND
THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 7
EDUCATION					

8

NATURAL SCIENCES				

12

SOCIAL HUMAN SCIENCES			

14

CULTURE					

16

COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION		

18

LEARN MORE					

20

UNESCO’S ORIGINS:
A VISION OF A BETTER WORLD
BORN OUT OF ASHES

I

n the 20th century, humanity fought two world wars. More than 100 million people
died, countless others faced severe hardships and many more were the victims of
terrible crimes against humanity.
In 1942, at the height of World War II, several European governments discussed ways
to rebuild education systems to achieve peace among the nations once the war was
over. In November 1945, representatives of 44 countries met in London to create an
agency that would foster a culture of peace by spreading the values of education,
scientific progress and cultural harmony.
UNESCO came into being on 16 November that year. The opening lines of its
Constitution embodied its spirit: ‘Since wars begin in the minds of people, it is
in the minds of people that the defences of peace must be constructed.’

MISSION AND FUNCTIONS

U

NESCO’s main missions are to spread a culture of peace, alleviate poverty,
propagate sustainable development, and foster worldwide dialogue through
education, science, culture, and communication and information. Its actions are
framed by an human right-based approach, striving for inclusiveness and respect for
everyone.
In fulfilling its mission, UNESCO focuses on two global priorities:
 Africa
 Gender equality
And on two overarching objectives:
 Culture of Peace
 Sustainable Development
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UNESCO SECRETARIAT AND GOVERNING BODIES

A

s a specialised United Nations agency, UNESCO is led by a Director-General
and operates with its own budget and programme decided during its General
Conference.

UNESCO SECRETARIAT
The Secretariat consists of the Director-General and the Staff.
Member States

195

Associated Members

10

Director-General

Audrey Azoulay

Staff
Around 2,100 civil servants from 169 countries
			
The General Conference is UNESCO’s supreme decision-making body comprising
representatives of all UNESCO Member States. The General Conference is held
every two years and attended by Member States and Associate Members, as well
as observers, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations
and foundations. The General Conference discusses UNESCO’s general policy, sets
programmes for the next four years and budgets for the next two years, appoints
the Director-General every four years, and adopts the medium-term strategy of
the organization every six years.
UNESCO’s Executive Board comprises 58 Member States, each with a four-year term
of office, overseeing the management of UNESCO, preparing the work of the General
Conference and helping to carry out its decisions.

UNESCO advances its mandate as:
 A standard-setter
 A clearing house
 A capacity-builder for Member States
 A catalyst for international cooperation
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UNESCO IN ASIA-PACIFIC

T

he Asia-Pacific region is home to almost two-thirds of the
world’s population as well as tremendous economic, social,
political and cultural diversity. UNESCO has 46 Member States
and two Associate Members (as of October 2018) in the region
with a network of 14 Field Offices.
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Apia

CLUSTER OFFICES AND REGIONAL BUREAUX
UNESCO Office in Bangkok - Regional Bureau for Education in Asia-Pacific and
Cluster Office for Thailand, Myanmar, Lao PDR, Singapore, Cambodia and Viet Nam
UNESCO Office in Jakarta - Regional Bureau for Sciences in Asia-Pacific and Cluster
Office for Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and Timor-Leste
UNESCO Office in Almaty - Cluster Office for Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan
UNESCO Office in Apia - Cluster Office for Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati,
Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of ), Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and Tokelau
(Associate Member)
UNESCO Office in Beijing - Cluster Office for the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Japan, Mongolia, the People’s Republic of China and the Republic of Korea
UNESCO Office in New Delhi - Cluster Office for Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka
UNESCO Office in Tehran - Cluster Office for the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
Iran (Islamic Republic of ), Pakistan and Turkmenistan

NATIONAL OFFICES
UNESCO Office in Dhaka - National Office for Bangladesh
UNESCO Office in Hanoi - National Office for Viet Nam
UNESCO Office in Islamabad - National Office for Pakistan
UNESCO Office in Kabul - National Office for Afghanistan
UNESCO Office in Kathmandu - National Office for Nepal
UNESCO Office in Phnom Penh - National Office for Cambodia
UNESCO Office in Tashkent - National Office for Uzbekistan
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UNESCO BANGKOK OFFICE

S

ince 1961, UNESCO Bangkok has had a dual role as both the Regional Bureau for
Education and a Cluster Office.

As the Regional Bureau for Education, UNESCO Bangkok provides technical
expertise and assistance while serving advisory, knowledge-production, and sharing,
monitoring and evaluation functions to assist Asia-Pacific Member States and other
UNESCO field offices in the area of education.
As a Cluster Office, UNESCO Bangkok helps implement UNESCO programmes
(Education, Sciences, Culture, and Communication and Information) in Thailand,
Myanmar, Lao PDR, Singapore, Viet Nam and Cambodia in cooperation with other
UNESCO offices.
UNESCO Bangkok has an Antenna Office in Yangon, Myanmar. In collaboration with
the government of Myanmar, the Organization develops and implements Education,
Culture, and Communication and Information programmes in the country.
UNESCO Bangkok also hosts the Regional Office for Asia-Pacific of the UNESCO
Institute for Statistics (UIS) to help Member States’ to produce quality statistical
data in the areas of the UNESCO mandate.
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UNESCO BANGKOK AND
THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

I

n September 2015, the United Nations embarked on a transformative global agenda
in collaboration with its Member States. Heads of state, government leaders and
high-level UN civil-society representatives adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, with 17 corresponding Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). These
goals set a universal agenda for sustainable development in the interests of peace,
equity and prosperity for all nations and peoples.
The agenda informs all aspects of UNESCO’s work in Asia-Pacific. As the Regional
Bureau for Education, UNESCO Bangkok takes a leading role in achieving SDG4’s
vision of inclusive quality education and lifelong learning for all by 2030. Creating and
securing freshwater resources (SDG6), a major challenge in many parts of Asia-Pacific,
is also a priority of UNESCO’s work in Natural Sciences. Other areas of concern include
improving ocean conservation (SDG14); effective responses to climate change
(SDG13); boosting biodiversity protection (SDG15); and more broadly advocating for
science, technology and innovation for sustainable development (SDG9).
UNESCO’s promotion of public access to information and the safety of journalists
encourages Member State efforts to improve governance and the rule of law
(SDG16). The Organization also recognizes the importance of inclusive, safe, resilient
and sustainable cities and nations rich in natural and cultural heritage (SDG11).
Human rights and dignity underpin all efforts across Asia-Pacific, with a strong focus
on gender equality (SDG5).
The 17 SDGs have the power to transform AsiaPacific Member States. UNESCO Bangkok will
continue to collaborate to achieve the SDGs in
this dynamic and diverse region with the goal of
realizing a peaceful, prosperous and equitable
community of nations.

The UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS)
SDG Monitoring Data Blog (uis.unesco.
org/en/topic/sustainable-developmentgoal-4) provides an overview of the
individual targets.
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EDUCATION

I

nclusive and equitable quality education can transform people’s
lives and the societies that they live in – it is the heart of the
entire 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. As the lead
coordinating agency for the implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goal 4 (SDG4), also known as the Education
2030 Agenda, UNESCO seeks to ensure all people can exercise
their rights to education, regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
nationality, religious beliefs or economic status.
UNESCO is the only United Nations agency whose mandate
covers all aspects of education from early childhood to higher
education and beyond. The Organization supports Member State
efforts to achieve sustainable development targets through this
comprehensive mandate.
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EDUCATION SECTOR PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT
Evidenced-based policymaking, results-based management and system-wide reform
are key aspects of inclusive quality education. UNESCO Bangkok’s Education Sector
Planning and Management Programme helps Member States to incorporate these
features into their education plans and policies.

QUALITY OF EDUCATION
Many learners complete primary education without acquiring basic literacy and
numeracy skills. UNESCO Bangkok is working with Member States to address
shortcomings in education quality. Reform initiatives emphasize effective curricula
designs, improved pedagogy, enhanced teacher training and other improvements
in learning outcomes at all levels of education. Learners’ holistic well-being and
development is also a key focus of projects such as UNESCO Bangkok’s Happy
Schools initiative.

TEACHER EDUCATION
UNESCO recognizes that teachers are on the frontline of efforts to promote inclusive,
quality education. UNESCO’s Teacher Education Programme enhances capacity by
focusing on competency frameworks and standards, professional development,
and policies in line with the International Labor Organization (ILO)/UNESCO
recommendations to improve teachers’ status and working conditions. UNESCO
Bangkok’s Antenna Office in Yangon focuses on strengthening teacher education
in terms of policy development, curricula reform and the efficient management of
teachers’ colleges.

EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION
The intellectual and emotional development during the first eight years of a child’s
life lays the foundation for lifelong learning and well-being. Sustainable Development
Goal 4.2 aims to ensure ‘all girls and boys have access to quality early childhood
development, care and pre-primary education’ by 2030. UNESCO Bangkok’s Early
Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) programme supports Member State efforts to
expand and improve comprehensive ECCE through advocacy, partnerships, research
and capacity-development projects.

HIGHER EDUCATION
Ensuring that all women and men have access to affordable quality higher education
is the target of SDG4.3. The office works to achieve this target through policy-relevant
research, interactive capacity-building events and advocacy efforts, including for the
ratification of the Asia-Pacific Regional Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications
in Higher Education (Tokyo Convention).
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TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING
High youth unemployment rates in Asia-Pacific, driven in part
by the skills mismatch with labour markets, requires improved
technical and vocational education and training (TVET).
UNESCO Bangkok works with Member States to advance TVET
in accordance with the 2015 Kuala Lumpur Declaration Quality
Education and Skills Development for a Sustainable Future.

NON-FORMAL EDUCATION AND LITERACY
Non-formal education improves adult literacy rates and provides
basic education for millions of out-of-school and disadvantaged
children in the region, imparting life and work skills as well as general
knowledge. Non-formal education also allows out-of-school
childrenandyouthtodevelopskillsandre-entertheformaleducation
system. UNESCO Bangkok supports several non-formal education
initiatives, including Community Learning Centres across AsiaPacific, in line with the 2016 ASEAN Declaration on Strengthening
Education for out-of-school Children and Youth.

ICT IN EDUCATION
UNESCO Bangkok supports Member States using information
and communications technologies to advance inclusive, quality
education and lifelong learning. The office’s four priority areas are
improving TVET, boosting the quality of teaching and teaching
practices, fostering inclusion and equality, and assisting in
monitoring and evaluation.

EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND
GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) and Global
Citizenship Education (GCED) are key components of SDG4.7,
responding to the most pressing natural and human-made
challenges of our time. Both address shared social, political,
economic, cultural and environmental challenges and the need
for solidarity and cooperation in finding solutions. UNESCO
supports Member State efforts to empower learners as agents
of change by promoting education focused on cognitive, socioemotional and behavioural skills from the classroom to policy
levels.
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EDUCATION FOR HEALTH AND WELL-BEING
UNESCO supports the contribution of national education sectors
to combat HIV/AIDS and promoting better health and well-being
for all children and young people. UNESCO Bangkok’s priorities
are to works with Member States to ensure that all children
and young people benefit from high-quality comprehensive
sexuality education (CSE), and that all learners have access to
safe, inclusive, health-promoting learning environments, which
encompasses addressing school-related violence and bullying,
including school-related, gender-based violence. This means
working with national and regional education stakeholders to
equip youth, including out-of-school youth, with the knowledge,
skills and positive attitudes to be able to make informed choices
that promote sexual and reproductive health, gender equality,
and healthy and respectful relationships.

INCLUSION AND GENDER EQUALITY IN EDUCATION
The potential of education will only be realized if it extends to
the most marginalized groups. UNESCO Bangkok works with
Member States to remove barriers to education related to
gender, endemic poverty, geographical isolation, minority status,
disability or any other status. For example, UNESCO addresses
gender disparities in education and champions mother-tongue
based multilingual education to ensure all students are able to
learn in a language they can understand.

MONITORING AND STATISTICS
Research and analysis based on high-quality data and
statistics are invaluable tools for policymaking. The UNESCO
Institute for Statistics (UIS) – Assessment, Information
Systems, Monitoring and Statistics unit assists Member
States in strengthening their monitoring and evaluation
capacities, including the development of training manuals
and guidelines, the production of technical materials, and
organization of regional and national training workshops.
The unit also prepares UNESCO regional monitoring reports
to track progress towards relevant SDG targets. UIS is the
primary source of statistics on education, science and
technology, culture, and communication covering more
than 200 countries and territories.
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NATURAL
SCIENCES
S

cience is integral to sustainable development. UNESCO supports the natural
sciences, especially on issues of global concern that require holistic solutions
and multinational collaboration. Current projects and research initiatives focus on
a variety of fields, from freshwater resource management and renewable energy
promotion to natural disaster reduction and capacity-building in science, technology
and innovation.

GEOLOGY, ECOSYSTEMS AND BIODIVERSITY
Earth sciences offer key insights into climate change and provide answers about
how to manage the planet’s resources. UNESCO’s International Geosciences and
Geopark Programme promotes international collaboration, while UNESCO Bangkok’s
main goals include raising public awareness of the region’s geological heritage and
addressing environmental and societal fallout from climate change. Addressing how
biodiversity loss poses a global challenge, UNESCO’s Man and Biosphere Programme
links ecological knowledge and policies to improve the conservation of biodiversity
and better protect ecosystems.
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HEALTHY OCEANS
In Asia-Pacific, more than 70% of the region’s population lives near coastal areas.
UNESCO Bangkok is the Secretariat for the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission for the Western Pacific (IOC/WESPAC), fostering international cooperation
to study the oceans and the impact of human activities.

WATER SECURITY
UNESCO’s International Hydrological Programme includes numerous initiatives in
freshwater science, from research and water management to education and capacitybuilding. UNESCO Bangkok works with Member States to support sustainable water
resource management in the Mekong River Basin and promotes freshwater security
and environmental sustainability across the region.
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SOCIAL AND HUMAN
SCIENCES
S

ocial transformations in Member States must be in line with universal
values of justice, freedom and human dignity. To this end, UNESCO’s
sector for Social and Human Sciences facilitates holistic approaches to
empirical research in the social sciences, especially ethics, justice and human
rights.

YOUTH
Young people are the greatest human asset of our region and the world.
UNESCO Bangkok incorporates youth engagement into many activities,
mainstreaming young people into a range of projects to build peace, foster
inclusive education, strengthen human rights and fight discrimination in all
its forms, including gender inequality. UNESCO supports youth learning new
skills, acting as advocates for sustainable development and contributing to
new policies that reflect their needs and aspirations.
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WORKING WITH CITIES
Asia-Pacific is an increasingly urbanized region where cities are becoming leaders of
creativity and sustainability. UNESCO Bangkok is working with major urban centres
to boost their resourcefulness in tackling social challenges such as discrimination,
poverty and exclusion. Working in partnership with local authorities through the Asia
Pacific Coalition of Cities Against Discrimination, UNESCO supports the development
of local policies to promote inclusion and sustainability.

INTERCULTURAL DIALOGUE
Building peace is at the heart of UNESCO’s mandate, including promoting intercultural
dialogue through education, cultural heritage and youth development. The project
Writing Peace encourages students to create discussions about similarities and
differences across different cultures and how common goals can unite us.
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CULTURE
A

sia-Pacific is home to an incredible wealth of cultural heritage in many forms.
UNESCO is the only UN agency with a mandate to safeguard the world’s cultural
heritage, with the Bangkok office taking a leading role in ensuring that the region’s
diverse histories, cultures and traditions are not only preserved but also used to
advance the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

WORLD HERITAGE
UNESCO’s World Heritage Programme identifies and preserves cultural and natural
heritage sites of universal value to humanity. The Bangkok office provides technical
assistance and draws on international expertise to protect the 258 inscribed sites in
Asia-Pacific (as of December 2018), particularly those under imminent threat.

ASIA-PACIFIC AWARDS FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE CONSERVATION
The Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural Heritage Conservation recognize notable private
efforts and public-private initiatives in restoring heritage-related structures. Since
2000, UNESCO Bangkok has received hundreds of entries from more than two dozen
countries, spanning a wide range of conservation projects, from family homes to
palace complexes. The winning projects have set high technical and social standards
for conservation and contributed to grassroots preservation efforts by inspiring local
communities to save their historical buildings.
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ILLICIT TRAFFICKING OF CULTURAL PROPERTY
Asia-Pacific is rich in invaluable cultural heritage sites, buildings, artworks and artefacts,
many of which are at risk of damage and theft. UNESCO Bangkok works with Member
States and non-state actors to prevent the illicit trade of cultural property through
ratification and enforcement of the 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and
Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.

INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
Intangible Cultural Heritage includes oral traditions, performing arts, rituals and
festivals, craftsmanship, and local beliefs about nature and the universe. UNESCO
Bangkok encourages Member States to promote and protect expressions of
intangible cultural heritage by safeguarding their continued practice and integrating
them into national curricula to ensure their survival for future generations.

CREATIVITY AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY
As recognized in the 2005 Convention on Protection and Promotion of the Diversity
of Cultural Expressions, UNESCO acknowledges that all people can create, produce,
disseminate and enjoy cultural goods, services and activities. UNESCO advocates
for effective policies to sustain and promote cultural and creative industries. In AsiaPacific, these industries can contribute to social and economic progress as well as to
communities’ sense of identity.

SHARED HISTORIES OF SOUTH-EAST ASIA
History education can propagate nationalistic narratives at the expense of relations
with neighbours – but it can also help build peace by emphasizing commonalities
uniting people across borders. UNESCO Bangkok launched the Shared Histories of
South-East Asia initiative to create shared educational materials that promote mutual
understanding, peace and prosperity among South-East Asian countries in the
context of greater regional integration under ASEAN.

UNDERWATER CULTURAL HERITAGE
About 3 million underwater archaeological sites have been discovered, including
many in the Asia-Pacific region, with some vulnerable to damage by treasure hunters
and exploitation by commercial ventures. UNESCO Bangkok cooperates in a regional
strategy to improve the conservation and management of underwater archaeological
sites. Protective measures include enhancing monitoring, improving conservation
standards and increasing public appreciation of underwater cultural heritage sites.
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COMMUNICATION AND
INFORMATION
U

NESCO is the only UN agency with a mandate to promote ‘the free flow of ideas
by word and image’ and ‘to maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge’. In line with
this mandate, UNESCO promotes freedom of expression, the safety of journalists, and
free, independent and pluralistic media. It strives to create inclusive societies where
information and knowledge are shared and accessed freely.
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FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND MEDIA DEVELOPMENT
Freedom of expression is a fundamental human right that contributes to the achievement
of the Sustainable Development Goals. Through the International Programme for the
Development of Communication, UNESCO advocates an environment where media are
free and independent, while reflecting the diversity of societies to contribute to peace
and sustainable development. It also supports Member States to safeguard freedom of
expression and ensure the safety of journalists. Another focus is to empower people to
understand the media, enabling them to become informed producers and consumers of
information through media and information literacy.
The promotion of gender equality in the media is at the heart of the programme. In
order to address the disparity between the contributions and achievements of women in
Thailand and their portrayal in the media, UNESCO Bangkok and partners have launched
the Online Database of Thai Women Experts for Journalists. More than 300 Thai female
experts have joined the database to share their expertise in three areas often lacking in
prominent women’s voices – ICT and innovation, the environment and climate change,
and culture and histories of ASEAN countries – and to become journalists’ sources.

MEMORY OF THE WORLD: SAFEGUARDING DOCUMENTARY HERITAGE
In 1992, UNESCO launched the Memory of the World programme to raise awareness
about growing threats to the preservation of documentary heritage. Documents
stored in archives, libraries, museums and private collections constitute part of the
collective memory of the world, reflecting the diversity of histories, cultures, languages
and arts. UNESCO Bangkok cooperates with the Memory of the World Committee in
Asia and the Pacific to help preserve and provide access to documentary heritage in
the region.

BUILDING KNOWLEDGE SOCIETIES
Information and knowledge have significant impacts on people’s lives, and ICT and
the Internet in particular can transform economies and societies. UNESCO works to
create inclusive, knowledge-based societies and empowers local communities by
sharing and increasing access to information and knowledge. UNESCO promotes the
principles of openness in content, technology and access policies.

19

LEARN MORE
UNESCO Bangkok official website
features the latest news on the Office’s
initiatives, meetings, events, publications
and more:
bangkok.unesco.org

UNESCO Asia-Pacific
newsletter
Feature articles profiling
UNESCO’s mandate and
projects. To subscribe:
pio.bangkok@unesco.org

UNESCO Asia-Pacific
Social Meida
www.facebook.com/
UNESCOAsiaPacific
twitter.com/
UNESCOAsiaPac
www.instagram.com/
unesco_asiapacific

Publications: UNESCO Bangkok makes available many of its publications, brochures
and communications materials on the website for free download.
unesdoc.unesco.org
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